
DCL 8330 A00- Legal Research Methodology and Theory 

Professor 

Judge, Elizabeth 

Semester 

Fall 2021 (September to December)  VIRTUAL/ONLINE 

Teaching Times:  

Fall: Mondays 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Course Time 

Monday 1300 – 1600 (Fall) 

Specializations 

• Compulsory Courses  

Comment 

This course is open only to Law Ph.D. and LL.D. students and is taught in English. 

Course description 

This course will provide an overview of some important methodologies used in scholarly legal research and 

writing. The course studies several interpretive methodologies with readings that both discuss the history 

and development of the methodology and that illustrate how a methodology may be applied. The course 

will discuss both qualitative and quantitative methodologies. It will discuss methodologies that have been 

developed predominantly within law and those that come from outside disciplines or are multidisciplinary, 

including critiques of, and alternative approaches to, traditional legal methodologies. The course will 

discuss the relationship between theory and methodology. The course will also examine the relationship 

between the researcher and subject through discussions of intersectionality, reflexivity, and positionality. 

This course is designed for incoming PhD students in law (those who have already completed graduate 

level studies in law or a closely related discipline). It does not seek to teach basic principles of legal research 

or the basic process of writing a legal research paper. The course will expose students to a range of 

methodologies that may be applied to doctoral studies in law and provide an opportunity for students to 

apply a methodology to an aspect of the student’s PhD in law dissertation research. 

Teaching method 

Seminar. The class will meet synchronously on Zoom and students will be expected to attend and 

participate in online collaborative learning. Students will be invited to turn on their video and 



must be able to activate audio to comment, ask and respond to questions, and to present. Active 

student participation is expected. 

Materials used 

Readings will be available through the university databases, from the links indicated in the 

syllabus, and through materials distributed throughout the term. 

Method of evaluation 

Class discussion, oral and written responses to readings, and research paper 

 


