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International Economic Law Case Studies –Winter 2022 
 

Professor 

Céline Lévesque 

 

Semester 

February-April 2022 

 

Schedule 

Tuesday, 10:00-11:50 am 

Thursday, 10:00-11:50 am 

 

General course description  

 

This Seminar uses case studies to explore theoretical issues of international economic law in the 

context of actual disputes. 

 

Course method and content 

 

Some of the most challenging issues of international economic law arise in the context of 

litigation.  This course allows students to think through issues in the context of an actual dispute, 

borrowing somewhat from the case method developed in MBA programs.  The course typically 

uses as a backdrop the investment chapter of one of Canada’s economic treaties (e.g. 

NAFTA/CUSMA, CPTPP, CETA). 

 

Students will first get acquainted with the investor claim chosen for the purpose of the course, a 

current claim against a government, which is still in the early stages.  They will gather 

information relevant to understanding the context for the claim.  Students will then discuss the 

issues that arise and conduct sufficient research to provide a “preliminary legal assessment” of 

the claim (the same exercise a government lawyer would perform in such a situation).  This 

assessment will be discussed and used as a basis for further research into critical issues of the 

case.  Students will then perform more advanced research, exploring together the best sources, 

methods and tools for the task at hand.  Students will then elaborate a theory of the case and draft 

an outline of a memorial that implements the theory. 

 

Students are expected to be active participants in the course. Guests who practice in the field of 

International Investment Law are also invited to contribute to the students’ learning by 

participating in discussions and exercises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Method of Evaluation (subject to change) 

 

Graduate students 

 

Preliminary legal assessment (20 pages)* 20% 

Major class presentation 10% 

Memorial outline (team work) 10% 

Class participation 20 % 

Theory of the case memorandum (25-30 pages)* 40%   (including bibliography worth 10%) 

 

JD and LL.L. students 

 

Preliminary legal assessment (10-15 pages)* 20% 

Major class presentation 10% 

Memorial outline (team work) 10% 

Class participation 20 % 

Theory of the case memorandum (15-20 pages)* 40%   (including bibliography worth 10%) 

 

*Times New Roman, font 12 for text, 10 for footnotes 

Space between lines = one and a half (1.5) 

 

For references, follow McGill Law Journal, Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation (most 

recent edition) 

 

Student selection 

 

This is a graduate level course open only to two or three undergraduate law students (from 

Common Law, Civil Law or the DPC program). Students must have completed an International 

Investment Law class to take this course (either CML 4108E or DRC 4545). Students who would 

like more information should send an email to Professor Céline Lévesque: 

celine.levesque@uottawa.ca. 

 


