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Course Description 

The major objective of this graduate seminar is to introduce students, on perspective basis, to key theories 
and diverse theoretical approaches relevant to graduate studies and to the general conduct of research 
and academic analysis in law. The theoretical perspectives explored assist in critically appraising the role 
of objectivity, subjectivity, identity, methodology, ontology, context, experience, history, epistemology and 
agency in legal narrative and legal research and overall knowledge production in law. Through the 
exploration of theoretical perspectives, the seminar aims at awakening a reflective consciousness over our 
own presuppositions, biases and cynicisms about the meaning and experiences of law, power and 
justice. At practical and critical levels, this course engages several research and writing techniques or 
conceptual frameworks and methodologies employed by scholars or theorists, examining the suitability or 
“fitness for purpose” of such theoretical or conceptual frameworks regarding the specific subject matter of 
the research. Through this form of critical exploration, we aspire to understand the role and applications 
of theories in legal research as well as to develop graduate writing and research skills for identification, 
development and application of relevant theoretical insights suited to students’ own graduate work. 

In this seminar, we recognize that students may have different orientation in their legal education prior to 
enrolling in the graduate school as well as different or limited exposure to legal theory. There may be 
occasional guest scholars in our seminar invited to share their writing and research experiences during the 
seminar. Such visits will be to be interactive. Students are encouraged to study recommended materials 
ahead of time and to pose questions that explore the guest’s theoretical orientation and writing style. Even 
though the course requires selected readings, the emphasis is on promoting the process of learning 
over content. Through our survey of theories, we encourage students to be sensitive to identify, 
“something, somewhere that speaks to them” upon which they could build and develop their graduate 
research project. We emphasize a healthy conversational and interactive learning that unveils students’ 
personal responses to the readings, demonstrates their insights and experiences, and enables them to 
identify and engage their individual and personal apprehensions to their scholarly quests in a group setting. 

Evaluation 
• A major research paper between 35 and 40 pages (including footnotes of 10”), double spaced 12”

font size Arial on self-selected topic (subject to approval) = 50% (Due date TBA)
• Class attendance = 15%
• Class participation = 15%
• Critical book review or journal article review of not more than 10 pages double spaced = 20%

o OR student may choose to co-anchor a specific seminar/meeting with instructor = 20%
Evaluation of all written assignments will place emphasis on several considerations, including theoretical 
grasp and insight; critical content; research rigor; arrangement/presentation and structure of the paper; 
knowledge of subject matter, grammar, citation, clarity and accessibility, writing style, and overall 
impression of the paper as a piece of academic work. Students are strongly advised to pay attention to 
university policies on academic integrity and plagiarism and the consequences attached to failure to comply 
with those expectations.  

Reading Material 
All selected readings for the seminar are listed in the comprehensive course outline. There may be some 
adjustment to this list, for example, if an invited guess recommends a different reading from the one 
scheduled. Effort is made to hyperlink the readings to sources for easy access where possible. 

Note: 
The seminar is delivered synchronously via zoom as the preferred platform. Supplementary materials are 
uploaded to the seminar domain on Brightspace.    


