
 

DCL 7310 Technopolicy 

Professor:  

Elizabeth Judge 

Term: Winter 2022 

Class Times:  

Winter 2022  VIRTUAL/ONLINE 

 

Teaching times:  

Mondays: 11:00 -13:00 

Thursdays: 10:00 – 12:00 

Compulsory Courses: Law and Technology  

 

For: LLM with Concentration in Law and Technology law graduate students  

 

Credits: 3 

 

Comment:  

Compulsory course for those admitted to the LL.M. with concentration in Law and Technology. This 

course is open only to Master of Law students in the LLM with Concentration in Law and 

Technology. The course is taught in English. 

Course Description:  

The aim of this advanced course in law and technology is to apply tools of legal analysis to the many 

important and difficult policy questions arising from the advent of various technologies. The general 

objective is to give students the tools to analyse ways in which policy issues in law and technology are 

identified, defined, and debated, and various policy options are developed, articulated, adopted, and 

implemented. At the end of the seminar, students should be able to explain a legal policy issue related 

to a new technological development, analyze the various policy issues, their potential consequences and 

implications, and evaluate and defend a policy option. 

 

In this seminar, we will explore a number of policy issues arising out of the emergence and use of new 

technologies.  Students will study existing sets of legal rules with a view to recognizing and appreciating 

the challenges that are posed by technological innovation.  Students will investigate various kinds of 

solutions to these challenges including traditional and modern legal approaches, technological 

solutions, and broader policy, reform and advocacy considerations.   

 



The course examines potential frameworks for how law, technology, and policy should be addressed 

and how those frameworks might be applied to particular issues.  The class will consider whether there 

is a general framework that should be adopted with respect to legal policy on technology or a case-by-

case decision-making process.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of regulating through social 

norms, laws, and/or technology? When should the law be involved in new technologies?  What means 

should be used to regulate technologies? Who should decide? What should the decision-making process 

be? Who are the affected parties and what is their role? What is the role of history? What is the role of 

experts? What technologies should be prohibited, restricted, accessible, or subsidized? Should 

approaches to technologies change over time?  When should access to a technology be a (human) right?  

What are the roles of national governments, public interest groups, and international bodies? When is a 

global consensus on a technology important and when is it preferable to experiment with different 

approaches to a technology (among nations or within countries)?  

 

This course is offered in seminar format with an emphasis on class discussion, presentations, responses 

to readings and the production of a major research paper.  The number of interesting, complex, and 

unresolved “technopolicy” issues is vast and has impacts on many fields of law.  The course readings 

draw on materials relevant to law, policy, and technology from different disciplines and for different 

audiences.  Some readings will be about legal policies which have been made; others will discuss issues 

where policies are still being formulated. The course by design will treat dynamic and controversial 

areas and will incorporate topical areas from developing technology and policy issues.  A critical 

objective for the teaching of the class is to ensure that the social and ethical consequences of the legal 

policy for these scientific and technological developments can be actively debated by law students 

regardless of previous scientific or technological background or expertise. 

 

Teaching Method:  

Seminar. The class will meet synchronously on Zoom and students will be expected to attend and 

participate in online collaborative learning. Students will be invited to turn on their video and must be 

able to activate audio to comment, ask and respond to questions, and to present. Active student 

participation is expected.  

 

Reading Material:  

Readings will be available through the university databases, from the links indicated in the syllabus, 

and through materials distributed throughout the term. 

 

Method of Evaluation:  

Class discussion, oral and written responses to readings, and research paper  

 


