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Comment 

This course is open only to Law Ph.D. and LL.D. students and is taught in English. 

Course Description: 

This course for law PhD students guides students through the process of scholarly writing for 

law academics. It is open only to doctoral law students and is offered in English.  

Academic publication is important for grants, professional development, clerkships, and prizes, 

but the process to go from a strong course paper to a published paper can be murky. This class is 

designed to teach PhD in law students how to take a paper that they wrote for a course, 

incorporate feedback, and revise it with the goal of improving it to be a publishable paper. By the 

end of the term, all students will submit their revised paper to an appropriate scholarly peer-

reviewed journal that they choose.  

The course will mentor students on the scholarly publication process through a combination of 

academic readings about scholarly writing, guided seminar discussions, feedback and editing, 

and writing workshops. The class will discuss issues such as the different types of scholarly 

writing (peer review v non peer reviewed, journals v book chapters, conference papers v articles, 

contributions to social media), citation practices, copyright and open access, publication 

agreements and licenses, submission procedures, and types of academic journals (print and 

electronic journals, faculty-run and student-run journals, general law reviews, specialized law 

reviews, interdisciplinary publications, and other disciplines' journals).  

An objective of the class is for all students to work on one late-stage draft of scholarly writing, 

which is required to be an original work researched and written solely by the student, that they 

would like to submit for publication to a peer-reviewed publication at the end of the course. The 

class is designed to provide constructive feedback to students on their article or chapter-length 

scholarly writing through writing workshops, instructor feedback, and peer review by other 

students. Students will work on revising, editing, and improving that writing throughout the 

term. Students will receive feedback from the instructor and their classmates and will work on 

techniques for self-editing.  



Before the class starts: Students should select the piece of writing that they would like to work 

on during the course. Students typically select a major paper that they have already completed 

for another law course (e.g. a graduate law seminar paper), which they would like to continue 

working on to improve it for academic publication. The writing must be a single-authored 

original work by the student. Students should choose something they wrote that would be an 

appropriate length for an article in a peer-reviewed scholarly journal and is in the form of a 

scholarly article or a chapter. Students are required to have a late-stage piece of scholarly writing 

in the form of a scholarly article or chapter ready before the course starts, which they will revise, 

improve, and submit to a scholarly peer-reviewed publication by the end of the course.  

Teaching Method: 

Seminar. The class will meet synchronously on Zoom and students will be expected to attend and 

participate in online collaborative learning. Students will be invited to turn on their video and 

must be able to activate audio to comment, ask and respond to questions, and to present. Active 

student participation is expected. 

Method of Evaluation:  

Participation, writing assignments, editing assignments  

 

 

 

 

 


