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Course Description 
Official Course Description from the uOttawa Course Calendar: 

Introduction to the rules which determine when a court in the Canadian common law 

provinces has authority to decide a dispute involving a foreign element, what law will 

apply to the issue in dispute, and the requirements for the recognition and enforcement of 

foreign judgments and arbitral awards. The course will consider the application of the 

rules of private international law in the fields of contracts, torts, property, and family law. 

 

Detailed Course Description: 

What do these events have in common: a slip and fall accident on a cruise ship or during 

a stay at a resort in the Caribbean; environmental damages from a smelter site or an oil 

spill; damages for human rights violations by Canadian corporations abroad; damages for 

human rights violations by foreign states over Canadian citizens abroad; inter-

jurisdictional divorce, custody, or adoption; and complex multi-jurisdictional contracts? 

These events are not fictional; they involve ordinary people with ordinary problems. 

These legal problems share a common thread--they are legally complex because they 

involve two (or more) jurisdictions. The cross-jurisdictional nature of these legal 

problems makes finding the following answers more complex as well: what is an 

appropriate court to hear a dispute, which jurisdiction’s law applies to these complex 

cases, and finally, what are the steps and requirements to recognize and enforce a foreign 

judgment in a jurisdiction where the defendant has assets. 

 

In this course, you will learn how to untangle complex events and find a way through the 

intricate labyrinth of private international law. Private international law (also called 

conflict of laws) is a dynamic area of law that deals with legal problems involving a 

foreign element (e.g., legal problems that are connected with two or more jurisdictions). 

In a federal state, like Canada, this encompasses both interprovincial/territorial relations 

and international relations. Conflict of laws issues are pervasive and affect virtually all 

aspects of one’s life. People’s increased mobility, the growth of cross-border trade, and 

the rapid advancement in communication technologies have transformed inter-

jurisdictional transactions and events from what was once an exceptional episode into an 

ordinary and common occurrence. As a result, knowledge of private international law has 

become essential for the practice of law regardless of the substantive area of law 

involved. Conflict of laws issues arise predominantly in the area of private law. 

 

This course provides an introduction to private international law and covers three main 

aspects of the subject matter: 1) jurisdiction of the courts; 2) choice of law and; 3) 

recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral awards. 

 



Teaching Methods 
This course will be offered in a combination of online (asynchronous) and distance 

(synchronous) formats using interactive lectures, discussions, problem-solving, and 

experiential learning. 

• Pre-class learning (asynchronous): Students should complete assigned readings 

and listen to the pre-class modules.  

• In-class learning (synchronous: Students are expected to attend and participate in 

synchronous online lectures and discussions during the scheduled class time. In-class 

time will include an in-depth discussion of assigned cases, working with hypotheticals, 

small-group problem solving, and developing strategic approaches to client-

representation. 

 

Reading Material 
electronic casebook (available on Brightspace) 

 

Evaluation Method  
- 10% Case presentation & class participation 

- 40% Research paper (5,000-6,000 words) 

- 50% Final six-hour take-home examination 

 

Final Evaluation Method  

Please select from the following: 

TYPES OF EVALUATION  

Final Exam (in classroom during the final examination 
period) 

 

Take Home Exam 
Date of submission: 

Please check with 
Chrystine Frank for 
the exam date 

Final Exam during last class 
 

Other (specify): 
 

 

Note: Evaluations of graduate students enrolled in combined courses must have more 

stringent requirements than undergraduate students. 

 

 
 


