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Selected Topics in Law (Legislative Drafting)  

DCL 5323 – Winter 2020 

 Instructor: John Mark Keyes 
Tel: 613 562-5800 ext 3260 
E-mail: jkeyes@uottawa.ca 
Office: Fauteux 536 
Class time and room:  
• Tuesdays 15:00 to 16:50, FTX 401 

• Thursdays 9:00 to 10:50, FTX 416  

Office Hours:  

• Wednesdays 10:00 to noon or by appointment 

Course Objectives 

This seminar assumes that students have a basic understanding of the nature and principles of 
legislative drafting. It aims to build on this understanding by exploring in some depth a range of 
particular topics relating to legislative drafting. These topics deal with drafting processes, plain 
language, common types of legislative provisions, implementation of international agreements, 
professional responsibilities of legislative counsel and the amendment, revision and 
consolidation of legislation. 

Course Materials 

 Commonwealth of Learning Training Materials on Legislative Drafting (TMLD) 

 Readings listed in the Class Schedule (available by hyperlink or posted on Virtual Campus) 

 PowerPoint Presentations (posted on Virtual Campus) 

Reference Materials 

 P. Salembier, Legal & Legislative Drafting, 2nd ed. (LexisNexis 2018) 

 H. Xanthaki, Thornton’s Legislative Drafting, 5th ed. (Bloomsbury Professional: 2013) 

 J. Campbell, Elementary English Grammar for Lawyers (Sydney Law School Legal Studies 
Research Paper No. 17/62, July 2017) 

 Uniform Law Conference Drafting Conventions (ULCC Drafting Conventions) 

 Privy Council Office (Canada), Guide to Making Federal Acts and Regulations, 2nd ed. 
(2001) 

 Justice Canada, Legistics 

 British Columbia Office of Legislative Counsel, A Guide to Legislation and the Legislative 
Process in British Columbia (2013) 

 UK Office of Parliamentary Counsel, Drafting Guidance (2017) 

 Australian Government Office of Legislative Counsel, Plain English Manual (2013) 

 Government of Canada, The Canadian Style (Termium) 

mailto:jkeyes@uottawa.ca
http://oasis.col.org/handle/11599/459
http://www.ssrn.com/abstract=3011086
http://www.ulcc.ca/en/uniform-acts-en-gb-1/546-drafting-conventions/66-drafting-conventions-act
http://www.pco.gc.ca/index.asp?lang=eng&page=information&sub=publications&doc=legislation/table-eng.htm
http://canada.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/csj-sjc/legis-redact/legistics/toc-tdm.asp
https://www.crownpub.bc.ca/Product/Details/7665005851_S
https://www.crownpub.bc.ca/Product/Details/7665005851_S
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drafting-bills-for-parliament
http://www.opc.gov.au/about/docs/Plain_English.pdf
http://www.btb.termiumplus.gc.ca/tpv2guides/guides/tcdnstyl/index-eng.html?lang=eng&page=../introduction
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Method of Instruction 

The course will be delivered primarily in a seminar format with in-class discussion of the 
readings.  

Class Participation and Attendance  

Class participation is a significant component of the student’s learning. Comprehensive 
preparation and active and meaningful participation are expected. Students are expected to read 
all assigned materials before each class and voluntarily and meaningfully engage in class 
discussions. 

Evaluation 

Students will be evaluated on the basis of a drafting assignment and a major paper (5,000-
10,000 words) on a topic approved by the instructor. The assignment and paper will each count 
for 50% of the final grade. 

The drafting assignment will be handed out on February 11 and discussed in class two weeks 
later. It is due March 17.  

The paper entails a class presentation on April 2; the paper is due on April 13. 

The assignment and the paper are to be submitted using a standard font (12 point Times Roman 
font or 11 point Arial) and with a cover page that includes:  

 Course name and Professor’s name  

 Title 

 Student’s name and number  

 Date of submission  

Plagiarism and academic fraud 

Students are reminded of the rules on academic fraud. All instances of fraud will be reported for 
investigation and sanction. Assignments submitted must be your own work. Please familiarize 
yourself with the University Academic Fraud Regulations. You should also familiarize yourself 
with the University Policy on Plagiarism. 

The University disciplinary process for academic fraud can result in penalties ranging from loss 
of credits for the course to expulsion. Academic fraud must also be reported to the Law Society 
of Upper Canada, which in turn may refuse you admission to practice law in the province. 

Classroom Etiquette  

Please be professional and respectful in offering opinions.   

Laptops and other mobile devices are to be used in class only for note-taking or accessing the 
virtual campus. It is easy for your laptop to become a distraction to you and to those around you, 
and therefore you are asked to avoid using them for purposes unrelated to the class. 

Please be on time for the class. If you need to enter or leave the classroom while class is in 
session, try to do so without disrupting the class.  

Finally, make sure cell phones and other mobile devices are on silent mode when you are in the 
classroom. 

University Commitment to Ending Sexual Violence on Campus 

The University of Ottawa does not tolerate any form of sexual violence. Sexual violence refers to 
any act of a sexual nature committed without consent, such as rape, sexual harassment or online 
harassment. The University, as well as student and employee associations, offers a full range of 

http://www.uottawa.ca/governance/regulations.html#r72
http://web5.uottawa.ca/mcs-smc/academicintegrity/home.php
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resources and services allowing members of our community to receive information and 
confidential assistance and providing for a procedure to report an incident or make a complaint. 
For more information, visit www.uOttawa.ca/sexual-violence-support-and-prevention. 

http://www.uottawa.ca/sexual-violence-support-and-prevention

