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CML3365 Civil Liberties  (3 credits)  

Professor Errol Mendes 

Fall 2019  

 

Prerequisite(s): 

 

Constitutional Law 1 

Teaching method: Primarily directed research with periodic seminars to test 

research ideas and methodologies.  

Method of 

evaluation: 

100% paper and presentations of research ideas and progress 

on the paper. The paper qualifies for the major research 

requirement with a maximum length of 25 pages.  Graduate 

Students expected to produce a longer paper and with a 

detailed bibliography.  

Course 

objective(s): 

The course will permit students to delve in greater detail on 

chosen aspects of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms. Basing their research on the most current analysis 

of selected rights in the Charter by Canada’s leading experts 

as published in the landmark 5th Edition text “the Canadian 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms” edited by Professor Errol P. 

Mendes & Stephane Beaulac, LexisNexis, 2014, students will 

examine direction of the law in specific areas of the Charter. 

Upon choosing which right they will focus on, students will 

examine the most recent decisions on that specific right and in 

consultation with external experts and practitioners, attempt to 

predict the likely future challenges on the selected rights and 

direction of the courts on those challenges. Students will be 

encouraged to consult with lawyers practicing in the areas of 

the rights selected to research and write on. Past students in 

this course have had their papers published in the National 

Journal of Constitutional Law that have enhanced their career 

prospects. 
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Format of Classes & Schedule: The first two classes will discuss proposed 

research topics followed by an initial discussion with students as to their actual or 

potential interest in one or more of the selected Charter topic. This overview will 

also include a multimedia learning environment, including access to information 

on the Internet and videos. By the third class, each student will have chosen a 

research topic based on the prior discussion. Beginning with the fourth class, on a 

rotating basis, students will present and discuss their most recent research findings 

with the rest of the class.  All students must keep a journal of such discussions 

in addition to researching and writing their major papers. The keeping of a 

journal and class discussions for each student presentation will be the basis of 

the participation grade. Students should therefore acquire a separate note 

taking pad for the purposes of developing the course journal. This 

requirement also means that class attendance is mandatory and unexplained 

absences must be avoided. The purpose of the classes is to have a mixture of 

passive learning through lectures and audio-visual material, active learning, 

through individual research and class discussions and experiential learning though 

applied research and possible participation of external practitioners and experts. 

 

The research paper must be handed in by the last day of classes. The length of 

the papers must be a maximum of 25 double spaced typed pages. Any papers 

which exceed the maximum length must be cleared with the instructor in 

advance of handing in the paper. Graduate students must deliver a paper with 

a maximum of 30 pages in length and have a detailed bibliography. 

 

Materials used: 5th Edition text “the Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms” edited by Professor Errol P. Mendes & Stephane 

Beaulac, LexisNexis, 2014, 

  


